rarity of the syndrome is stressed and reasons for this are suggested.
The poor general condition of the patient often causes difficulties in diagnosis; the need for preoperative rehabilitation is emphasized.
The biochemical basis is discussed and the relationship between anomalies of serum electrolytes and the electrolyte composition of rectal secretions. Reference is made to recent experimental work concerning the passage of electrolytes through the normal colon and in villous tumours and its importance in the aetiology of this syndrome. [Les modifications de l'6tat g6neral au cours de l'evolution des tumeurs villeuses du rectosigmoide] Certain nonspecific changes in the general condition of the patient may complicate the evolution of villous tumours of the rectosigmoid, analogous to those observed in any chronic lesion of the digestive canal. Others which are more characteristic may be explained by gross disturbance of hydroelectrolytes, consequent upon passage of possibly massive amounts of viscid material. This latter condition (88 cases of which are analysed) supervenes after a long period of neglected intestinal disturbance. Often initiated by an extraneous insult, it is of acute onset and may be clinically very deceptive. Disturbances of consciousness, muscular paralysis, and dehydration with collapse are the chief signs, while from the biological viewpoint one is struck by the importance of losses of Na, Cl and particularly K, and by the considerable rise in azoteemia. The exact diagnosis of the intestinal origin of this syndrome is often reached only with difficulty and after delay. Rehydration and administration of large amounts of C1, Na and K are the basis of emergency medical treatment; excision of the tumour is the second need, for only this can prevent recurrence of the disturbance.
The physiopathology of these accidents is now completely understood. It is evident that the abundance of the intestinal secretions is the essential cause; particularly with extensive villous tumours situated low down, these disturbances may be extremely intense. It is not, properly speaking, due to an upset in the composition of the liquid exuded by the tumour, but principally to a massive increase in the quantity of liquid thus eliminated. 
